
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organizer:  Dr. Linda G. Jones 
Research Project: Interdisciplinary and Comparative Studies in Religious, 
(Trans)cultural, and Gendered Identities in Medieval and Early Modern Iberia 
and the Mediterranean  
(FFI2015-63659-CP-2-2, MINECO/FEDER, UE)     

                   
 
Collaborator: 

 

 
 
 

    
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM 
NEW PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER 

STUDIES: ISLAMIC MASCULINITIES 
PAST AND PRESENT 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

July 31, 2017  
Room:  23.S05 Auditori Mercè Rodoreda,   

UPF, Campus Ciutadella 

 

 

 



 
 

One of the general goals of our I+D Research project, “Interdisciplinary and 
Comparative Studies in Religious, (Trans)cultural, and Gendered Identities in 
Medieval and Early Modern Iberia and the Mediterranean” (FFI2015-63659-CP-2-2, 
MINECO/FEDER, UE), is to explore how religion shapes gender identities.The 
study of gender in Islam traditionally has been associated with women’s studies and 
the status of women in patriarchal societies. The earliest investigations into 
masculinity focused on subaltern identities (eunuchs, transvestites, homosexuals), in 
keeping with the original feminist agenda of challenging patriarchy. Other studies 
have perpetuated western stereotypes associating Muslim men with hypersexuality, 
violence, and, more recently, terrorism. Our workshop, “New Perspectives on 
Gender Studies: Islamic Masculinities Past and Present,” seeks to contribute to the 
emergent subfield of the “new masculinities,” which emphasizes the relational nature 
of gender identities and recognizes that masculine identities are not static but rather 
change over time and vary according to religion, ethnicity, social class, age, and sexual 
preference, among other factors. The four participants will explore constructions of 
masculinities in premodern and contemporary Islamicate societies, new 
configurations of Muslim masculinity resulting from transcultural contacts between 
Muslims and non-Muslims in an increasingly global world, and textual and visual 
representations of Muslim men produced in Muslim and western cultures. In 
approaching our subject from multiple disciplines (Religious Studies, History, 
Ottoman Studies, English Literature, Arabic and Islamic Studies, and Gender 
Studies) we seek to demonstrate the diversity of Islamic masculinities and to 
challenge the Orientalist and “clash of civilizations” agendas that underlie western 
stereotypes of Muslim men and women. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.00   Inauguration  
Dr. Victor Farias (Universitat Pompeu Fabra) 
 

11:15   Introduction to Islamic Masculinities 
Dr. Linda G. Jones and Dr. Amanullah De Sondy  
  Coordinators of the program unit, “Men,  
  Masculinities & Religions Group” in the  
  American Academy of Religions 

11:30-13:30 Session 1: Pre-modern Islamic Masculinities 
11:30-12:10  Dr. Linda G. Jones (Universitat Pompeu Fabra) 

“Not by the Veil Alone: Islamic Masculinities as a 
Contribution to Gender Studies” 

12:10-12:40  Dr. Ozgen Felek (Yale University)  
“Manhood, Masculinity, and Male Body as Enacted in 
the Early Modern Ottoman Physiognomy Texts: The 

Case of Risāle-I Ḳiyāset-I Firāset and Ḳıyāfetu ’l-insāniyye” 
12:40-13:15  Debate 
15:00-17:00  Session 2: Contemporary Islamic Masculinities 

 
15:00-15:40  Dr. Marta Bosch Vilarrubias (Universitat de Barcelona) 

“#NoBanNoWall: Deconstructing the Vilification of 
Muslim Masculinities in the United States” 

15:40-16:20  Dr. Amanullah De Sondy (University College Cork)  
“European Muslim Experiences: The Centrality of     
Masculinities Studies” 

16:20-16:50  Debate 
16:50-17:10 Coffee Break 

17:10 -17:45  Session 3:   Roundtable Discussion: The Future of 
Masculinity and Gender Studies in Islam 

Linda G. Jones, Ozgen Felek, Marta Bosch 
Vilarrubias, and Amanullah De Sondy 
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